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B RS T N T i = In April 2006 we, two teachers -
f 1 4 Katrin Veevo and Marika Maekivi
1 and two students — Karin Kukk
‘and Marju Veevo, from Karksi-
| Nuia Estonia had a chance to visit
~_ the partner school of Karksi-Nuia
- Gymnasium.
- The journey to Rota Andalusia
~ was pretty long and tiring. We ar-
- rived at midnight.
| « The next day we familiarized with
i Rota. It is a town of 26 000 inhabi-
L tants on the Atlantic coast, with
I} narrow streets, houses built tightly
side-by-side, streets girded by or-
¥ | ange or palm-trees.
| The goal of the travel was visiting
| the local school and introduce our
gymnasium and Estonian history.
About 700 students study in our
partner school. It is similar to our

- - gymnasium. Students and teach-

ers we met there were really friendly. Although before our visit they had heard something about Estonian history, their in-
terest was rather big. The school system is roughly the same as in Estonia. The length of the lessons is 55 minutes, they
have three holidays — during Christmas, Easter and in the summer. The school day starts at 8.30 and finishes at
15.00/15.30. The school year begins on the 1% of September. Two first weeks are meant for students, who had not fin-
ished something important at the end of the last school year in spring. During our stay in Rota, they were just looking for-
ward to the spring vacation.

For us the weather was warm — 20-25°C. For local people it was still pretty cool, they like the weather with 30°C.
That is why it was not strange that physical education was held indoors - outside it was still a bit cold and it was drizzling.
For our big surprise we even met people wearing boots and jackets.

We were greeted by the tourism minister of Rota, who introduced us the rooms of the city government and mayor.
The local authority works in a medieval fortress, where every room speaks about Spanish interesting history and has been
renovated.

The day before our departure we were invited to a Spanish lunch outside of Rota by the ocean. We tasted Spanish
ethnic food, saw the rural life and got an overview of siesta. We left Rota early in the morning to take a long journey home.
During the five-hour-way by train we had a chance to enjoy beautiful Andalusian nature and its variety. By midday we ar-
rived in Madrid, where we did some sightseeing.

A long night in the Madrid airport, and the trip home started. Layover in Prague showed us what Estonian weather
was like. And we did not have to be “disappointed” — Tallinn greeted us with fog and sleet.

Travel to Spain was just magnificent. We saw and experienced much, got acquainted with new people and new cul-
ture. | believe we will remember this travel for a long time.

Karin Kukk
Translated by Marju Veevo , Karksi-Nuia Gymnasium

http://www.aytorota.es/web/index.php
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